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Variables for Exercise
Variable Name 
(dataset)

Description

Qn33 (YRBS) Binary variable indicating if the respondent had drunk any alcohol in the past month, where 1 = yes 
and 2 = no

Qn43 (YRBS) Binary variable indicating if the respondent had smoked cigarettes in the past month, where 1 = yes 
and 2 = no

Sex (YRBS) Gender of the respondent, where 1 = male and 2 = female
Race4 (YRBS) Four-category race measure, where 1 = white, 2 = black, 3 = Hispanic, and 4 = other
Past30cigs (MTF) Binary variable indicating if the respondent had smoked cigarettes in the past month, where 1= yes and 

0 = no
Past30drink (MTF) Binary variable indicating if the respondent had drunk any alcohol in the past month, where 1 = yes 

and 0 = no
Gender (MTF) Gender of the respondent, where 1 = male and 2 = female
V1070 (MTF) Three-category race measure, where 1 = black, 2 = white, and 3 = Hispanic

1.	 We won’t be able to do anything with mixed-methods data in 
the sense that we can’t mix qualitative and quantitative data, 
as such an analysis is not well suited to SPSS and is very labor 
intensive. What we can do is look into triangulating and rep-
licating findings across multiple datasets with similar mea-
sures. For this exercise, we’ll look at whether there are any race 
and gender differences in smoking and drinking behaviors.

a.	 Why would we want to compare results across multiple 
datasets?

b.	 Does this allow us to establish (1) causal relationships, (2) 
that measures are reliable, (3) the validity of a measure? 
Why or why not?

2.	 The MTF dataset is for tenth graders specifically, so you will 
need to make sure that the 2013 YRBS dataset has only tenth 
graders selected as well. To do this, go to “Data->select cases 
->if” and enter “grade=2” into the field. After this is done, 
we’ll look into answering our questions:

a.	 First, tabulate the YRBS variables “qn33” and “qn43” and 
the MTF variables “past30cigs” and “past30drink.”

b.	 Do these two datasets agree on the incidence rates of 
drinking and smoking? If not, can you think of any rea-
sons for why they wouldn’t agree?

3.	 Next, let’s look at whether we can replicate any relation-
ships across the two datasets, regardless of any differences 
in prevalence estimates. In particular, look at the relation-
ship between race and gender and drinking and smoking 
in both datasets. The variables for race and gender are 
“race4” and “sex” in the YRBS and “gender” and “v1070” 
in MTF.

a.	 Do you see any consistencies or similarities?

b.	 What conclusions do you feel most comfortable making 
based on these comparisons? What do you think needs 
additional replication and testing?

STUDENT STUDY SITE

The companion Student Study Site for Fundamentals of Research in Criminology and Criminal Justice can be 
found at https://study.sagepub.com/bachmanfrccj4e.

Visit the Student Study Site to enhance your understanding of the chapter content and to discover addi-
tional resources that will take your learning one step further. You can enhance your understanding of the 
chapters by using the comprehensive study material, which includes SAGE journal and reference articles, 
e-flashcards, quizzes, multimedia links, and more.


